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THE PROPHET OF THE ALLEGHANY. 


MR. EDITOR, 

As much mischief has been done, and mich Cutiosity excited, by the 
intrigues of that mysterious Indian, known by the titlé of the 
Prophet of Alleghany, some of your readers may be gvatified by 
the following production from the Port Folio, It was written some 
years ago, and the principal circtimstances are certainly true. In 
the report of the New-York Missionary Society for 1803, there is 
particular mention made of the intrigues of this sitgular person. 

Yours, &¢y ALMOT. 


In the year 1798, one of the Miflionaries to the Indians of 
the North-weft, was on his way from the Tufcarora fettlement to 
the Senecas. Journeying in pioussmeditation through the foreft, 
a majeftic Indian darted from its recefles and arrefted his progrefs. 
His hair was fomewhat changed with age, and his face marked 
with the deep furrows of time ; but his eye expreffed all the fiery 
vivacity of youthful paffion, and his ftep was that of a warrior in 

the vigour of manhood. siete 
—— White man of the ocean,* whither wandereft thou ?” {aid the 
Indian. “fam travelling,” replied the meek difciple of peace, 
« towards the dwellings of thy brethren, to teach them the knowl. 
edge of the only true God, and to lead them to peace and happi- 
nefs.” ‘ To peace and happinefs !” anfwered the tall chief, while 
his eye flafhed fire—* Behold the bleflings that follow)the footiteps 
of the white man; wherever he comes, the nations of the wood- 
lands fade from the eye, like the mifts of morning. _ Once over the 
wide foreft of the furrounding world, our people roamed in peace 
and freedom, nor ever dreamed of greater happinefs than to hunt 


* The Indians at firft imagined that the white men originally fpring from 
the fea, and that they invaded their country becaufe they had none of their own. 
They fometimes called them in their fongs “the white foam of the ocean,” and 
this same is ftill often applied contemptuoufly, by the favages of the North-weft. 
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the Beaver, the bear, andthe wild deer. From the fartheft extrerr:- 
ity of the great deep came the white man, armed with thunder and 
lightning, and weapons {till more pernicious. In war he hunted 
us like wild beafts : in peace he deftroyed us by deadly liquors, or 
yet more deadly frauds. Yet a few moons had pafled away, and 
whole nati6ns of invincible warriors, and of hunters that fearlefs 
{wept the fureft and the mountain, perifhed, vainly oppofing their 
triumphant invaders; or quietly dwindled into flaves and drunk- 
ards, and their names withered from the earth. Retire, dangerous 
man, leave us all we yet have left, our favage virtues and our 
gods; and do not, in the vain attempt to cultivate a rude and bar- 
ren : : pluck up the few thrifty plants of native growth that have 

rvived the foftering cares of thy people, and weathered the 
ftormy Career of their pernicious friendthip.” The tall chief dart- 
ed into the wood, and the good Miflionary purfued his way with 
pious refolution. 

He preached the only true divinity, and placed before the eyes 
of the wondering favages the beauty of holinefs, the fufferings of 
the Redeemer, and the fublime glories of the chriftian heaven. 
He allired them with the hope of everlafting blifs, and alarmed 
them with denunciations of an eternity of mifery and defpair. 
The awe-ftruck Indians, roufed by thefe accumulated motives, 
many of them adopted the precepts of the Miflionary fo far as they 
could comprehend them; and in the courfe of eighteen months, 
their devotion becam@frational, regular, and apparently permanent. 

All at once, however, the little church in which the good man 
was wont to pen his fold, became deferted. No votary came as 
ufual to liften with decent.reverence to, the pure doétrines which 
they were accuftomed to hear ; and only a few folitary idlers were 
feen of a Sunday-morning lounging about, and cafting a wiltful, 
yet fearful look at their little peaceful and now filent manfion. 

The Miffionary fought them out, inquired into the caufe of this 
myfterious defertion, and told them of the bittetnefs of hereafter 
to thofe who, having once known, abandoned the religion of the 
only true God. The poor Indians fhook their heads, and inform- 
ed him that the Great Spirit was angry at their apoftafy, and had 
fent a prophet from the fummit of the Alleghany mountain to 


warn them againft the admiflion of new doétrines ; that there was , 


to be a great meeting of the old men foon, and that the prophet 
would there deliver to the people the meflage with which he was 
intrufted. The zealous Miffionary determined to be prefent, and 
to confront the impoftor, who was known by the appellation of the 
Prophet of the Alleghany. He accordingly obtained permiflion from 


the chiefs to appear at the council, and to reply to the charges 


that might be brought forward. .The 12th day of June, 1802, 
was the time fixed for the decifion of this folemn quettion, “ whether 
the belief of their forefathers, or that of the white men was the 
true religion ?? The ufual council houfe not being large enough 
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to contain fo great an afflemblage of people, they met in a valley 
about eight miles to the weftward of the Seneca Lake. This val- 
ley was then embowered under lofty trees: it is furrounded on 
almoft every fide with high rugged hills, and through it meanders 
a {mall river. 

It was a fcene to call forth every energy of the human heart. 
On a fmooth level, near the bank of the flow ftream, under the 
fhade of a large elm, fat the chief men of the tribes. — Around the 
circle which they formed, was gathered a crowd of wondering 
favages, with eager looks, feeming to demand the true God at the 
hands of their wife men. 

In the middle of the circle fat the aged and travel-worn Miffion- 
ary.—A few gray hairs wandered over his brow, his hands were 
croffled on his bofom, and as he caft his hope-beaming eye to 
Heaven, he feemed to be calling with pious fervour upon the God 
of truth, to vindicate his own eternal word by the mouth of his 
fervant. 

For more than half an hour there was filence in the valley, fave 
the whifpering of the trees in the fouth wind, and the indiftiné 
murmuring of the river. Then all at once a found of aftonifhment 
pafied through the crowd, and the Prophet of the Alleghany was 
feen defcending one of the high hills. With furious and frenzied 
ftep he entered the circle, and waving his hand in token of filence, 
the Miffionary faw with wonder the fame tall chief, who, four years 
before, had crofled him in the Tufcarora foreft. The fame pan- 
ther fkin hung over his fhoulder, the fame tomahawk quivered in 
his hand, and the fame fiery and malignant fpirit burned in his 
red eye. He addrefled the awe-ftruck Indians, and the valley 
rung with his iron voice. ) 

“Red men of the woods, hear what the Great Spirit fays to 
his children who have forfaken him ! 

“Through the wide regions that were once the ifheritance of 
my people, aid where for ages they roved as free as the wild 
winds, refounds the axe of the white men. The paths of your 
forefathers are polluted by their fteps, and your hunting fields are 
every day wrefted from you by their arts. Once on the fhores of 
the mighty ocean, your fathers were wont to enjoy all the luxuri- 
ant delights of the deep. Now you are exiles in {wamps or on 
barren hills ; and thefe wretched poffeflions you enjoy by the pre- 
carious tenure of the white man’s will, The fhrill cry of revelry 
or war no more is heard on the majeftic fhores of the Hudfon, or 
the {weet banks of the-ilver Mchawk. There, where the Indian 
lived and died as free as the air he breathed, and chafed the pan- 
ther and the deer from morn till evening—even there the chriftian 
flave cultivates the foil in undifturbed poffeffion ; and as he whiftles 
behind his plough, turns up the facred remains of your buried 
anceftors. Have. ye not heard at evening, and fometimes in the 
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through the deep valleys, or along the mountain fides, like tlie fang 
of echo ? Thefe are the wailings of thofe {pirits, whofe bones have 
been turned up by the facrilegious labours of the white men, and 
left to the mercy of the rain and tempeft. ‘They call upon you to 
avenge them—they adjure you by every motive that can roufe the 
hearts of the brave, to wake from your long fleep, and, by return- 
ng to thefe invaders of the grave the long arrears of vengeance, 
rellore again the tired and wandering fpirits to their blifsful par, 
adife far beyond the blue hills.* 

“ Thefe are the bleflings you owe to the chriftians. They have 
driven your fathers from their ancient inheritance—they have de- 
ftroyed them with the fword and poifonous liquors—they have 
dug up their bones, and there left them to bleach in the wind— 
and now they aim-at completing your wrongs, and infuring your 
deftruction, by cheating you into the belief of that divinity, whofe 
very precepts they plead in juftification of all the miferies they 
have heaped upon your race. 

« Hear me, O deluded people, for the laft time !—If you perfift 
in deferting my altars, if flill you are determined to liften, with 
fatal credulity, to the flrange pernicious dottrines of thefe chriftian 
ufurpers—if you are unalterably devoted to your new gods, and 
new cuftoms—if you will be the friend of the white man, and the 
follower of his God—my wrath fhall follow you. I will dart my 
arrows of forked lightnings among your towns, and fend the war- 
riug tempefts of winter to devour you, Ye fhall become bloated 
with intemperance, your numbers fhall dwindle away, until but a 
few wretched flaves furvive ; and thefe fhall be driven deeper and 
deeper into the wild, there to aflociate with the daftard beafts of 
the foreft, who once fled before the mighty hunters of your tribe. 
The {pirits of your fathers fhall curfe you from the fhores of that 
happy ifland in the great lake, where they enjoy an everlafting 
feafon of hunting, and chafe the wild deer with dogs fwifter than 
the wind. Laftly, I fwear, by the lightning, the thunder and the 
tempeft, that in the {pace of fixty moons, of all the Senecas, not 
one of yourielves or your pofterity fhall remain on the face of the 
earth.” 

The prophet ended his meflage, which was delivered with the 
wild eloquence of real or fancied infpiration, and all at once the 
crowd feemed to be agitated with a iavage fentiment of indigna- 
tion again{t the good Mifonary. One of the fierceft broke through 
the circle of old men to difpatch him, but was rettrained by their 
authority. 

When this fudden feeling had fomewhat fubfided, the mild and 
benevolent apoftle obtained permiflion to {peak in behalf of him 
who had fent him. Never have I feen a more touching, pathetic 
figure than this gocd man. He feemed pait fixty—his figure tall, 


* «The anfwering voices heard from the caves and hollows, which the 
Latins call echo, they (the Indians) fuppofe to be the wailings of fouls wander- 
ing through thefe places,” Pite:o Martine. 
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yet bending—his face mild,.pale, and highly intelle€tual—and 
over his forehead, which yet difplayed its blue veins, were fcatter- 
ed, at folitary diflances, a few grey hairs. Though his voice was 
clear and his aétion vigorous, yet there was that in his looks, 
which feemed to fay his pilgrimage was foon to clote forever. 

With pious fervour, he defcribed to his audience the glory, pow- 

er and beneficence of the Creator of the whole univerfe. He told 
them of the pure delights of the chriftian heaven, and of the 
never-ending tortures of thofe, who rejected. the precepts of the 
gofpel. He painted, in glowing and feryid colours, thig filial piety, 
the patience, the fufferings of the Redeemer, and h e perifhed 
on the crofs for the fins of the whole human race : ‘and finally he 
touched, with energetic brevity, on the unbounded mercies of the 
Great Being, who thus gave his only begotten Son a facrifice for 
the redemption of mankind. 
- When he had concluded this part of the fubject, he proceeded 
to place before his now attentive auditors, the advantages of civil- 
ization, of learning, fcience, and a regular fyftem of laws and 
morality. He contralted the wild Indian, roaming the defert in 
favage independence, now revelling in the blood of enemies, and 
in his turn the victim of their unfatiable vengeance ; with the 
peaceful citizen enjoying all the comforts of cultivated life in this 
happy land, and only bounded in his indulgences by thofe falutary 
re(traints, which contribute as well to his own happinefs, as that of 
fociety at large. He defcribed the hufbandman enjoying in the 
bofom of his family, a peaceful independence, undilturbed by ap- 
prehenfions of midnight furprife, plunder and affafiination ; and he 
finifhed by a folemn appeal to Heaven, that his fole motive for 
coming among them, was the love of the Creator and of his 
creatures. 

As the good Miflionary clofed his appeal, Red Facket, a Seneca 
chief of great autharity, and the moft eloquent 0%} all his nation, 
yoie, and enforced the exhortations of the venerable preacher. He 
repeated his leading argumepts, and with an eloquence truly afton- 
ifhing in one like him, pleaded the canfe of Religion and Human- 
ity. ‘The ancient council then deliberated for nearly the {pace of 
two hours ; after which the oldeft man arofe, and folemnly pro- 
nounced the refult of their conference, “ That the Chriftian God 
was more wife, jult, beneficent and powerful], than the Great Spir- 
it, and that the Miffionary who delivered his precepts, ought to 
be cherifhed as their beft benefa@or—their guide to future happi- 
nefs.”’ 

When this decifion was pronounced by the venerable old man, 
and acquiefced in by the peuple, the rage of the Prophet of the 
Alleghany became terrible. He flarted from the ground, feized 
his tomahawk, and denouncing the fpeedy vengeance of the Great 
Spirit on their whole recreant race, darted from the circle with 
wild impetuofity, and difappeared in the fhadows of the foreft. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Extracts from Elder Cafe’s Miffionary Journal, 
dated Readfield, April’ 16, 1811. Addreffed to 
the Prefident of the Society. 

Dear Brorner, 


Tuese lines are to inform you, that on the 1ft of O&ober laft, 
after “ty an affectionate leave of my family, I fat out in com- 





pany wi der Edward Manning from Nova-Scotia, to travel 
and vifit tH@ poor. deftitute inhabitants upon the eaftern fhores. 
We went to Vaflalborough, where we had a meeting in the even- 
ing, and where we found a number of young people very anxious 
about the falvation of their fouls. ‘The next day we went to Bel- 
faft, and on the following day, by defire we attended the funeral 
of a young man. The next Lord’s day I preached in Steuben, 
There are two Baptift churches in this town, and God has of late 
gracioufly revived his own work here; for within a few months 
there have been about 30 perfons added to each church, under the 
preaching of Elder Nathaniel Robinfon. The people have given 
him a call to fettle with them. On Monday, O&. 8th, I preached 
in Columbia, the next day at Chandler’s river. Here the people 
flocked to hear the good word of God, as they had not been fa- 
voured with a fermon before for 6 or 8 months. Oé. roth, went 
to Machias, Eafl River. Here we had a crowded aflembly, and I 
believe the feafon will be long remembered. I do not know that 
I was ever more divinely affifted than at this time.. I fpake from 
Zech. xii. 10. They fall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they 


fball mourn. Were I tarried one week ; in this time there were three 


perfons baptized, and a fmall Baptift church conftituted, of five 
males and fix females. There is a fpecial attention to religion in 
this place. I deft Machias with a degree of reluctance, and went 
to Dennyfville, about 20 miles through the woods. It was near 
funfet when we got through.to the inhabitants. Notice of a meet- 
ing was given, and a confiderable aflembly of people foon colleéed, 
who were attentive to the word. How highly do people prize food 
in a time of great f{carcity ; thus it was with this dear people ; for 
they had not heard a fermon before for feveral months. The next 
day I went to Pennymaquon, where I attended a conference meet- 
ing, and Lord’s day preached to a crowded and deeply affected 
aflembly. Some of them came to or 12 miles through very bad 
roads to hear the gofpel. Oh, how did my poor heart yearn to- 
wards the dear people in this part of the land, who live almoft 
entirely without preaching, but who take much pains to attend 
whenever they have an opportunity. Lord, fend forth faithful 
labourers into this part of thy poor deftitute vineyard. 

On Monday went to Eaftport, and preached in the evening. 
The people earneltly requefted that I might tarry with them until 
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they could be fupplied by another perfon. “I tarried with them 
three Lord’s days, and baptized two pious perfons that afterwards 
went on their way rejoicing. I think there is a profpect of a gra- 
cious work of the Lord here; the people flock to meetings, and 
appear to hear as for eternity, The laft fermon that J preached 
on this vifit was bieft @f God to the bringing of one precious foul 
to embrace the Saviour; he was afterwards baptized by Elder 
Daniel Merrill. 

I next vifited Deer Ifland in the Britifh dominions. This place 
was fettled by refugees, difbanded foldiers, and cea ir- 
religious. The people live principally by fifhing. ‘The place has 
been a mere Sodom for wickednefs, until about a year and a half 
ago there was a great reformation, outwardly fo at lealt; and I 
charitably hope and believe that fome of them are chriftians in 
heart. There was a man of colour by the name of Miller, that 
preached with them in the time of the reformation. It appears 
that in fome inftances his labours were bleft. They keep up the 
worfhip of God among themfelves ; but they are far from being 
regular, either in doétrine or practice.- I think it muft give pain to 
any pious mind, to view the deftitute fituation of the people in 
thefe parts. ‘They have but very little preaching ; and a confider- 
able part of what they have is from men of confufed minds, and 
corrupt morals; at leaft I may fay, they have been much impofed 
upon in this way. I have often wifhed that fome pious, faithful 
young men would vifit and preach the gofpel in this part of the 
world, inftead of fitting down in thofe parts where they are full of - 
minifters, and their labours confined in a {mall circle. Here they 
might find their hearts and hands full of bufinefs for the beft of 
matters. Do, dear brother, ufe your influence to fend fome this 
way, that love the fouls of their fellow men more than their own 
eafe, worldly profit, or pleafure, and I believe they would receive 
their reward; if not in this world, they would undoubtedly in 
another. 

I have now {pent more than 27 years of my life in this eaftern 
country, and had I a thoufand more to fpend, I do not know how 
they could be better employed, than amongit a people who have 
fearcely any to teach them the way of falvation. 

After leaving this place, I wentto St. Andrews. Here.1 found 
the people had been deftitute of preaching for a long time. A 
good woman lamenting their fituation, faid to me, “ We are fam- 
ithing for the gofpel, the fame as children for the want of bread.’ 
I found fome fatisfaction here, in feeding hungry fouls. I preach- 
ed in Robbinftown on Thankfgiving day. his was the firft time 
there was ever a fermon preached on fuch an occafion in the town, 
although it has been fettled for about 25 years. I again returned 
to Ealtport, to afift Brother Merrill in re-organizing the church 
in that place ; which had been in a fcattered, broken, and difmal 
fate for feveral years. ‘The outward appearance of things was fo 
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dark, that I faw no way how they could be gathered again. But 
he that brings order out of confufion, and light out of darknefs; 
directed us in this difficult affair, as I have reafon to hope, fo that 
we had thé pleafure of feeing them re-unite in chriftian love and 
harmony. Some of the moft réfpectable characters in the place, 
both as it refpects property and piety, havewjoined them; fo that 
I think there is a happy profpe& of a lafting union among 
the people of God. ‘The Lord is alfo carrying ona gracious 
Work in a place. Several of late have been brought from dark- 






nefs to ligMt, and from the power of Satan to God. It appears 
that Brother Meirill’s labours have been bleft to fome fouls, fince 
he has been labouring at Eaftport. 

Aftet leaving this place, I preached in Pennymaquon and in 
Dennyfville, and then I travelled a new road to a place éalled 
Cobfacook, or Orrington. Here I found feven families that live 
out of the way that minifters ordinarily travel; and according to 
what they informed me, there never has been moré than fix or 
eight fermons preached in the place fince it was fettled, which is 
near 30 years. They were very glad of a vifit, and nearly all at- 
tended the meeting. In this little affembly there was oné young 
woman that never card a fermon before ; nor, as I-conclude, had 
ever feen 4 minifler until now. The people gave great attention, 
and fome were much affected under the word. They requetted to 
be viited again by miniftering brethren. I was led to believe, 
that if they could be favoured with the gofpel, good might be 
done amongft them. 

On my return, I fpent two Lord’s days in Machias. Here I 
found 4 young man of good information, who had lately been 
brought to embrace the Saviour. God was pleafed to blefs my 
preaching to the good of his foul, when I was here the fall paft. 
Since I came away, I have been informed that feveral perfons 
more have been brought to the knowledge of the truth; among 
whom, a lawyer is faid to be brought to the obedience of faith. 

I fpent one Lord’s day in Steuben. Here I baptized three 
perfons. It was a joyful feafon. I ftepped off of mifhonary 
ground a little while to vifit Sedgwick, whilft Brother Merrill was 
abfent. God’s people here, who had béen low as to the life of re- 
ligion for fome time, appeared to be much revived, and pretty 
generally flocking to hear the word. One youth appeared to be 
powerfully awakened. After tarrying here two Lord’s days, I 
returned home, and through the tender mercy of God, found my 
family all well, after being abfent about four months. 

After fpending about three weeks in the neighbourhood of the 
Kennebeck, by the defire of the people at Sedgwick, I made them 
another vifit, and tarried with them three Lord’s days. 1 found 
the attention of the people to be much as it was when I left them. 
I could but hope that the Lord was about to vifit them with his 
falvation once more. 
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I next vifited Caftine, and then went to. Bluehill, where I 
preached a lecture, and baptized a man who had been a membet 
of the Pedo-baptift church in that town. The people in general 
behaved civilly at the water; but fome of the dafer fort mocked. 
There has been a regular Baptift church in this town for more 
than four years, and they have had an Elder ordained over them 
about one year and an half; they are, however, ftill taxed to the 
Pedo-baptift minifter. Elder Roundey, the paftor of this church, 
had one of his cows taken by the colleétor for his minifterial tax 
whilfi I was in the place. I went from this place to Penobfcot, 
where I preached twice with freedom, the attention of the people 
wastruly folemn, I then came to Profpe&, where I preached 
threetimes. The Lord gave me great freedom here alfo in declar- 
ing his truth in the plaineft manner. I then returned home in fafe- 
ty, and found all well, I have been on my laft Miffion 20 weeks. 
1 have enjoyed a good degree of fatisfaction in my own mind, if 
I am not deceived, in leaving all that is near and dear to me by 
the bonds of nature, to publifh the news of falvation to poor per- 
ifhing finners; efpecially to fuch as feldom hear the gofpel. I 
hope my labours have not been fpent in vain in the Lord. I was 
kindly received in almoft every place that I vifited. Many exprefi- 
ed their gratitude to the Society for fending a miflionary amongft 
them. I received 38 dolls. 22 cents, expended 3 dolls. 74 cents. 

I expe&t, God willing, to fet out about the 20th of May for the 
Britifh dominions. I hope the kind Lord will direct my way 
thither. I fubfcribe myfelf your brother in chriftian bonds, 

Readfield, April 16, 1811. ISAAC CASE. 


ily eects 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN NORTH-CAROLINA. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Aaron Spivey, 
dated Bertie County, Republican Plains, March 5, 
1812, Addrefled to the Editor. 


Dear and beloved Sir, 


Havine had the pleafure of reading feveral numbers of your 
en which have afforded much fatisfaction, not on!y to my- 
felf, but to others; I am happy to have it in my power to contri. 
bute my mite to this benevolent undertaking. Hoping the follow- 
ing communication may afford encouragement and confolation to 
the friends of Zion, I fubmit it to your confideration. 

From a fenfe of the coldnefs which appeared among profeffors 
of religion with us, and the manifeft prevalence of vice and impiety 
among the irreligious ; the friends of our blefled Lord had been 
for fome time paft, mourning and praying to hear the voice of the 
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Bridegroom, and to’ fee his prefence in his earthly fanétuary. 
Bleffed be God, they did not pray in vain. Many have reafon to 
rejoice with much gratitude, in recently feeing the promife of 
Jehovah in a good degree realized. «* His eyes are over the righ- 
teous, and his ears are open to their prayers.” 

A glorious revival of religion broke out in the courfe of the laft 
fpring and fummer, nearly in the middle of our State, and has ex- 
tended far and wide, to the unfpeakable joy of all the truly pious. 
Many hundreds have been brought to bow to the pleafant feeptre 
of righteoufnefs ; and to follow their Divine Matter in his example, 
not only to, but into the water. 

In this bleffed revival there have been fome of almoft every age 
and defcription,. made the fubjects of reigning grace. The work, 
however, has appeared to prevail moftly among the young people. 
Several promiling and ufeful gifts appear among thefe new-born 
fons of Zion. The Lord will not leave himfelf without a 
witnefs.”’ 

In giving you a brief defcription of the vifible appearance and 
probable increafe of the glorious work above mentioned, you will 
permit me to ftate a few particulars, part of which fell under my 
own obfervation, and the rett from unqueltionable authority. 

On the laft of September I fet out to attend the old Kehukee 
Affociation, which was to meet up the country. I accordingly 
forwarded feveral appointments to attend on my way thither ; 
which led me through the bounds of feveral churches, where fome 
buddings of.a revival had recently appeared. On my way I fell 
in wih Elder D. whofe prefence and: agreeable company were 
very refrefhing to me. We continued together about a week, 
until we arrived at the Affociation; preaching every day, and 
fometimes in the evening, to large and folemn afflemblies. There 
was an apparent fhaking among the dry bones; and I truft the 
Lord breathed the fpirit of life into many, and caufed them to 
arife and rejoice. 

At one of our meetings, in particular, a young man of fome 
diftin@ion went to meeting (as he afterwards acknowledged) as 
carelefs as ufual, not intending to have gone into the meeting-houfe. 
But at laft he concluded he would go in, and hear what the ftran- 

ers had to fay. Soon after the exercifes commenced, he obierv- 
ed that he felt unufual fenfations, and fearing he fhould expofe 
himfelf, he concluded he would leave the meeting-houfe. But 
finding it difficult to get through the crowd, he kept his feat. He 
endeavoured to fummon up all his fortitude, in order to keep the 
diftrefs of his mind concealed ; but, like the Jailer, he was at length 
obliged to cry out for merey. At this, the faints were filled with 
adoring admiration, while finners ftood trembling with amazement. 
But to the praife of fovereign grace, while we were finging the 
concluding hymn, he that was bowed down under a fenie of guilt 
and condemnation, found redemption through the blood of the 
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everlafting covenant. Believing in God the Saviour, he rejoiced ; 
and moft cheerfully united in finging fongs of praife to hs great 
deliverer. At this meeting alfo, a young damfel of high rank, of 
12 or 14 years of age, found (as the profefled) the Lord precious 
to her foul. The fame evening they both offered themfelves as 
candidates for baptifm, and related their experience before a num- 
ber of the members of the church, who were convened at a private 
houfe for focial worfhip, and were received to baptifm. They 
earneftly requefted us to adminifter the ordinance to them, as 
there was no regular Paftor in the church. At the requeft of the 
brethren prefent, we confented ; and about 9 o’clock in the evening 
we repaired to the water, not for the fake of novelty, but we were 
led to adminifter at this time by exifting circumftances. The way 
to the water was illuminated by candles and torches, the diftance 
being about half a mile. We at length came to the river; it was 
a moft beautiful cryftal ftream. The adminiftrator, with the can- 
didates and their attendants, defcended to the margin of the 
ftream ; and after prayer was offered up to Almighty God, the 
candidates were buried in the watery tomb in the name of the /acred 
Turee. What a glorious fight! What a wonder to angels! 
My heart overflowed with joy. “O that men would praife the 
Lord for his goodnefs, and for his wonderful works to the children 
of men.” As we returned from the river to the houfe, the 
heavens feemed to refound with hofannas to Zion’s King. 

This interefting fcene led me to reflect on the apoftolic times, 
when the Jailer and all his houfe were baptized {ftraightway the 
fame hour of the night. A confiderable number had been previ- 
oufly added to the church by baptifm, and the work is ftill pro- 
grefling in this and the neighbouring churches. O that it may 
{pread, until the whole earth fhall be filled with the glory of God. 

I remain, dear Sir, 
Your unfeigned friend in the bonds of the gofpel. 
AAKON SPIVEY. 


8025" 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN BERLIN, 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Juftus Hull, dated 
Berlin, State of New-York, County of Renffelaer, 
Feb. 12, 1812. Addrefled to the Editor. 


Rev. and dear Brother, 


Tue fmall, though happy acquaintance | have formed with 
you, induces me to indulge myfelf in tranfmitting to you, an ac- 
count of the wonderful work of God, which of late hath taken 
pl&ce among the people here. The heavens have dropped down 
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fatnefs, while Jefus hath rode in triumph in the chariot of his love 
in the midft of this part of his Zion. Glory to his name forever. 

The Brethren among us which have appeared the moft fteady 
and eftablifhed, have been greatly revived. Backfliders have joy- 
fully returned, while a multitude of finners have been awakened, 
and we truft brought to the faving knowledge of the truth, to the 
praiie and honour of reigning grace. The work began about the 
firft of Auguft ia. It foon fpread in every direction, and we fill 
hope it is not wholly extin@. There have been, I think, two hun- 
dren and four added to this church inthis revival. 1 believe about 
one hundred and twenty have joined the feven-day Baptift church 
three miles north of this; and about thirty have joined the open 
communion Baptilts, five miles fouth. Not one to my knowledge 
has joined any other order, who has been awakened in thigrefor- 
mation. It has been a precious harveft of fouls for fo , oe a 
time !—Oh ! that our glorious Lord would unfurl his banner 
more and more, and fpread the trophies of his grace far and wide, 
until the earth {hall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord. 

This work firft made its appearance in a young mah, who by a 
fmall circumftance in providence, had his mind pointed to the day 
of judgment, and who found he was not prepared for that folemn — 
feene. His mind appeared to be greatly diftreffed for a number 
of days, till at length the Lord was pleafed to deliver his foul, and 
enabled him to fhout the victory, He foon came forward, and 
gave a public relation of what God had done for him, to the joy 
of the redeemed. The holy flame kindled and fpread like 
eleétrical fire. The Brethren in that neighbourhood immediately 
fet up prayer and conference meetings. ‘The people very general. 
ly aflembled, and the Lord poured out his Spirit upon his children ; 
a fpirit of prayer, beyond what I had ever witneffed. 

Thefe meetings foon became general in almoft every part of the 
town, and for the {pace of three months, I believe there was not a 
fingle night but there were from two to five meetings in the dit- 
ferent parts of the town. Att this time, and indeed for fome time 
before, I had difccvered great perturbation of mind, and travail 
of foul in parents for their children, and for the rifing generation. 
Their prayers were almoft inceffant at the throne of grace, that 
God would have mercy upon the dear youth. The fpirit of con- 
viction was very powerful in thofe meetings; numbers were often 
heard crying ont, “ Lord, have mercy upon me, I am going to 
hell.” Others were ftruck numb, and lofing the ufe of their limbs, 
would fall proftrate to the floor, and lie helplefs and fpeechlefs for 
the {pace of an hour or more, although they feemed to retain their 
fenfes in the mean time as perfectly as ever. Some of thofe, when 
they came out of this ftate, feemed to wake as if in a new world, 
crying “Glory to God, who hath redeemed ‘my foul !”? Others, 
when the agitation of body left them, appeared to be much as 
they were when it found them. Among thofe, who in a judg- 
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ment of ‘charity have experienced ‘religion, either with or without 
thefe bodily exercifes, there appears little or no difference in the 
nature and moral effects of their religion ; but all appear to unite 
im the caufe of truth and love. It has been a general remark 
among the old chriftians, that they rarely ever faw young converts 
brought out fo ftrong and happy, and apparently fo near heaven, 
as a number of thefe feemed to be. 

In about the height of this reformation, at a preparatory meet- 
ing previous to communion, the church convened on a Saturday, 
when there appeared a number of candidates for baptifm, who 
wifhed to relate their experiences to the church, which was imme- 
diately attended to. ‘The meeting continued till night came on, 
and we were not through; we then adjourned till the next morn- 
ing at nine o’clock, at which time a multitude of people aflembled, 
and the whole day was occupied in hearing the wonderful works 
of grace in the hearts of finners, until night overtook us, and we 
Rill had not got through. ‘Thus we continued onr meetings for 
five days fucceilively, until Wednéefday morning, with an increafing 
multitude every day! Inthe mean while, our evening meetings 
were difleminated in the various parts of the town, and the Lord 
wrought wonders in thefe meetings ; fo that on one of thefe even- 
ings there were thirteen fouls hopefully converted ! And although 
we had not got through examining the candidates on Wednefday 
morning, yet it was thought advifable to proceed, and baptize 
thofe that were ready. We then repaired to the river fide, where 
prayer was wont to be made, and hailed a Saviour’s name, as on 
fair Jordan’s banks ; then in the midit of praying hundreds, and a 
furrounding multitude, I joyfully immerfed beneath the “ yielding 
wave,” fifty-feven happy fouls. This was done in the ipace ot 
thirty-two minutes and a half, by the watch. Whether it would 
not have taken as long a time to have {prigkled as many infants, 
judge ye. ) 

This revival has had a good effeét on fociety in general. The 
ball-chambers are left empty, the card-tables deferted, and almoft 
every houfe has become a Bethel; and a multitude of fouls, we 
truft, are made a fit refidence for the Lord. While the Lord 
reigns, the earth is called upon to rejoice. Oh! that my feeble 
foul might bear fome part in thofe immortal flrains of hallelujah 
to God and the Lamb, for his goodnets, and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men ! 

There is one circumftance which: has occurred among us, which 
i would briefly notice, viz.—In about the height of this refor- 
mation, one evening at a meeting, a number of people went to the 
door, and they fay, they heard a concert of muific or finging, in 
the air over their heads. I believe there are as many as one hun- 
dred perfons, who fay they have heard it diftinétly, though not all 
to underftand what the words were; thote who do, iay they fang 
“Glory to God in the higheft, on the earth peace, good will towards men !” 
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This finging has been faid to have been heard, I believe, as 
many as a dozen or fifteen times, and by a number of as good 
moral characters as we have among us. They tell us there ap- 
peared to be a multitude of voices of different tones, all praifing 
God in the higheft. I cannot vouch for the truth of the faé, 
though we have the united teftimony of a great many good moral 
characters to its truth. It ftill continues to be heard at different 
times, and at different places, for eight or ten miles round. 
Whether the angels have come down or not, I cannot fay; one 
thing is evident, there has been great rejoicing here among men, 
women, and children; and I know not but that it has reached the 
heavens, and that the angels have come down to hail us welcome.* 
Oh! my Brother, how bleffed it is, that there is a way caft up 
for the ranfomed of the Lord to pafs in, that fhines brighter and 
brighter unto the perfect day. Yet we never fee its luftre but 
when we choofe Mary’s feat, in fome humble fpot near the feet of 
Jefus. Then our fouls are made as the chariot of Amminadib. 

It can hardly be expected, but that in fuch a gathering there 
will be hay, wood, and ftubble ; but we think, with prudence and 
energy in the church, the word of the Lord will purify his people. 

The greateft number 1 have baptized, have been from fixteen to 
twenty-four years of age, and I fhould fay, not twenty that are 
thirty years old, and I believe there are as many as fixty from 
nine to fixteen years. 

I remain yours affe&ionately, 
JUSTUS HULL. 


— *-# 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN THE DISTRICT OF MAINE, 


Extract of a Letter from H. Prince, Efq. dated St. 
George, April 23, 1812. To the Editor. 


Dear Sir, 

I raxer the liberty to tranfmit to you, a brief account of the 
work of the Lord in this town; as we have been highly favoured 
of the Lord from time to time, it becomes us to {peak of his good- 
nefs. About four years ago, a reformation began. There ap- 
peared to bea ftill {mall voice that fpoke peace to the fouls of 
many, and made them willing to follow their Lord and Matter. 
Not far from fifty were added to the church in this place at that 
time. About one year ago, a more powerful work began, which 
took bold of many ftout-hearted finners, and brought them to bow 
to the mild fceptre of Prince Immanuel. About thirty were ad- 
ded to the church. But we have now to relate a more powerful 


* We offer no opinion refpe&ting the finging mentipned above, but give 
it to our readers as it was conjmunicated, Editor. 
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work than we have ever before witnefled in this quarter ; it began 
about five weeks ago at the lower end of the town, a place where 
Satan had long had a ftrong hold, and led the inhabitants captive 
at his will, Although meetings have been conftantly kept up on 
Lord’s days at the upper end of the town, yet thofe in the lower 
part feldom took the trouble to attend. The Lord’s days were 
{pent in vifiting from houfe to houfe, and in fporting. About the 
roth of March, the Spirit of the Lord came as the rufhing of a 
mighty wind. Some were taken hold of walking the road, fome 
when at work in the woods, and others in different fituations. As 
it began without the inftrumentality of preaching, it foon excited 
re furprife and agitation. Some had fcarcely the ufe of their 
imbs, The rumour foon {pread, and at firft many thought it delu- 
fion. But thofe who were awakened to fee their fituation, were 
anxious to meet together, and a number were foon liberated to 
{peak forth God’s praife. You might now hear the groans of the 
wounded, and the fongs of the redeemed. Many were led from 
curiofity to go to their meetings, (which were held every evening) 
and were ftruck under great concern for their fouls. Others, who 
thought it delufion, and would not go among them, were arrefted 
at homé, and foon made willing to meet with thofe whom they juft 
before had defpifed. At our monthly conference, a number came 
forward and related their experience, (which was truly wonderful) 
and were received as candidates for the ordinance of baptifm. A 
conference was appointed the Tuefday following, and twelve more 
related God’s dealings to their fouls. The feafon was folemn and 
delightful ; the candidates were filled with holy joy ; the fear of man 
was taken from them, and Jefus was all their theme. A numer- 
ous aflembly feemed aftonifhed to fee the power of God fo wonder- 
fully difplayed. ‘'wenty-feven have been added to the church fince 
the work began; and perhaps a larger number, who have been 
made willing to leave the city of deftruction, and match towards 
Mount Zion, have not yet made a profeffion. Every day witnefles 
new tokens of redeeming love. Elder Benjamin Eames is engag- 
ed in preaching the word, and adminiftering the ordinances, The 
Lord bleffes his labours abundantly. 
This truly is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 


I am, Sir, yours affedionately, 
HEZEKIAH PRINCE. 


DO D>>— 


THE IMPORTANCE OF MINISTERIAL SUPPORT. 


Extract of a Letter from a Miniftering Brother to 
the Editor, dated Aug. 12, 1811. 
Soon after the Lord honoured me with a name and place in 


his organized kingdom, I difcovered many things which needed to 
be fet in order. Their number and magnitude filled my mind 
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with a degree of (at leaft temporary) difcouragement. Indeed, i 
have long wondered, and do ftill, at the great profperity of Zion 
under fuch a load of depreffions and deficiencies. One confidera- 
tion, and one only, folves the wonder; this is the one—By the 
Spirit of Zion’s King, fhe rifes and profpers. 

No weapon formed againft the church of Chrift fhall profper to 
her fubverfion ; yet many weapons have fcarred and bruifed her. 
Of all the weapons forged by the devil, I know of none fo gener- 
ally efteemed harmlefs, nor fo extenfively injurious, as that ones 
almoft -univerfally known among the churches, by the name of 
Inability to fupport Chrift’s minifiers. ts proper name is Covetou/ne/s. 
‘This weapon has more than two edges. Its evil is multiform. 
It is like the famed Pandora’s box. It prevents the windows of 
heaven from opening to pour down a more than abundant bleff- 
ing. At tumes, it produces much food for the devourer. It is an 
eloquent orator in favour of non-performing thofe general and 
fpecial orders of the chief Commander, which enjoin liberal allow- 
ance for his under officers. It compels thefe officers to be, where 
the Levites of old once were, feattered in the fields, gathering 
meat fer their houfeholds, Whilft they may be an example of the 
believers in word, in converfation, in {pirit, and in purity, it is with 
difficulty that they give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to 
doétrine, and to hofpitable deeds. They cannot give themfelves 
wholly to thefe things. 

It was oppreflive in the Egyptians to withhold the ftraw, and 
yet demand the ufual quantity of brick. An ox long muzzled 
makes but a poor threther. 

This delicate, fenfible, and too generally, lying inability in the 
churches, makes but cruel allowances for the difcouragements and. 
neceilary deficiencies in the poor negleéted minifters and ftewards 
of heaven’s belt treafuries. 

After a church has, for a number of years, kept back one half, 
or three-fourths of the rations which are allowed their Paftor by 
their common King ; and he, almoft fainting under the double 
burden of anxioufly caring fog the prefling temporals of his own 
houfe, and the fpiritual wants of his flock, juft mentions, That thofe 
who preach the gofpel, frould live of the gofpel; then the imability of 
the church is brought forward for their general, if not entire jufti- 
fication. If this be not fufficient to juftify, or, at leaft, to filence 
the greatly mifufed fervant of the Lord, when, at the fame time, 
he knows the plea to be, generally fpeaking, unfounded and wick- 
ed; then it is ten to one, if fome of the brotherhood do not dif- 
cover that there is too much of a famenefs, and a want of energy, 
in the public performances of their Elder. He does not vifit fo 
much as he fhould. Heis too negligent as to lectures in the vari- 
ous departments of his charge. In fhort, fome of his Brethren, 
furely fome of thofe and thofe only, who have been negligent in bear- 
ing his burden, begin to whifper thus among themfelves, Says one, 
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I have but little food to-day ; fays another, our minifter’s fermons 
are not fo entertaining as I could wifh. Some complain, that he is 
not fo fpiritual as he ufed to be: others are forry that he intimated 
any thing about his fupport. Another, who perhaps had not con- 
tributed a cent for a year, fays, I had rather have given a dollar, 
than had a word mentioned relative to the fupport of our teacher. 
The wicked will fay, he preaches for money. 

The Paftor, impelled by a fenfe of duty, can no longer fuffer fin 
upon his brethren ; he tells them mildly, yet plainly, that one ex- 
prefs fiatute of their King is, That fuch as are taught in the word 
fhould communicate in all good things to him who teacheth. At 
this plain dealing, fome are pleafed, fome difgufted, all convicted ; 
but, by fome, the information, or rather the admonition, was judg- 
ed to be ill-timed. It would have appeared better to have let the 
people thought of it themfelves. 

A little more wicked negligence on one fide, and fuffering on 
the other, and the Paftor is openly fpoken of, by fome who have 
been moft criminal in deprefling his fpirits, and cramping his ufe- 
fulnefs, as being unprofitable. He is agood man. He would, no 
doubt, be very profitable to another people. He muft be difmiiled. 
This will coft the church, in temporals, more than it would to have 
brought the Lord’s offerings into his houfe. This would have 
pleafed the Lord, and have rendered their Paftor profitable, and 
have faved him, in the expenfe and lofs in moving, perhaps more, 
than he had ever received for his labours among them. 

Thefe things I have mentioned, not intending to apply them to 
any particular church. But they are evils too common among 
our churches. I have noticed them to you, withing that to you, 
or to fome other perfon or perfons, wifdom may be given to devife” 
fome effeétual remedy. 

As matters now are, none but thofe who are educated farmers 
or mechanics, or fuch as poflefs a confiderable degree of independ- 
ence, are qualified to take the paftoral care of our churches. A 
few exceptions may be found, but this is true generally. 

Thofe, who poflefs a claflic education, and whofe circumftances 
are not affluent, mult have, generally fpeaking, more than a com- 
mon fhare of grace, willingly to commence public preachers in 
the vifible kingdom of our Lord Jefus Chritt. 

Two very great evils are upon the churches; one, a very great. 
deficiency in the acquired abilities of our preachers; the other, a 
itill greater deficiency in their fupport. The latter has a ftrong 
tendency to continue, if not to increafe, the former. ‘To attempt, 
in any direct way, a reform in the latter, is a matter rather too 
delicate to be meddled with. Yet fomething ought to be done, 
and that fomething, in my judgment, is this ; to raife the tone of 
minifterial abilities among our preachers, by affording them fuch a 
{upport, as to enable them to give themfelves wholly to the work. 
I have no value for man-made minifters; but I poffefs an high 
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value for thofe acquirements which may be obtained by the in- 
ftructions of man. It is apparent to me, that here we mutt begia, 
if we would fee removed the evils complained of. 
I am, dear Brother, ever yours, 
Epenetus. 


—<— *6- 
RELIGIOUS LNTELLIGENCE FROM KENTUCKY. 


Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman in Boon 
* County, Kentucky, to Rev. D. Benediét, Pawtuck- 
et, dated Dec. 25, 1811. 


Asour the clofe of laft year, the minds of a number of the 
inhabitants in the neighbourhood of Bulletfburg, Boon County, 
Kentucky, appeared to be awakened to a fenfe of their danger by 
reafon of fin, and to an earneft inquiry after falvation. ‘The 
meetings in that place, attended by the Rev. Thomas Henderfon 
and Chriftopher Wilfon, were very much crowded. So earneft 
were the people to. hear the word preached, that not only on Sab- 
bath days, but in the evenings on other days of the week, the fe- 
vereft ttorms did not hinder them from going in crowds, wherever 
there was an appointment for preaching. Very foon the church 
found it neceflary. not only at their ufual church meetings, but on 
Lord’s days alfo, to open a door for hearing experience. On every 


opportunity of this kind, through the Winter, Spring, and Sum- 


mer, numbers came forward with the language of the Pfalmift, 
“Come all ye that fear God, and I will tell you what he hath 
done for my foul. On the firft Lord’s day in March, 48 were 
baptized by the two Brethren above mentioned ; and in Septemher, 
they had received 177 by baptifm. Numbers of them, but a little 
time before, were avowed enemies of the crofs. During the revi- 
val, a very refpectable Brother, (Abfalom Graves, clerk of the 
Supreme Court,) who had had imprefflions on his mind for many 
years about preaching the gofpel, but who had hitherto concealed 
them, was irrefiftibly aroufed to a fenfe of duty,,and now bids fair 
to be ufeful in the work of the miniftry. The work has ipread 
mto neighbouring churches, which have alfo been blefled with 
confiderable increafe, and we may add, the work is ftill going on, 
though in a lefs degree. Yours, &c. 


EZRA. FERRIS. 
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Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman, dated Weit- 
field, March 29; 1812. Addreffed to the Rev. 
. Mr. Bolles. at Salem. | 


Dear Sir, | 

My abfence from my family was thirty-fix days. I arrived 
at home on the 12th of Februaty, and found all well. And what 
contributed much to my fatisfaction was, that fome of my family, 
who had recently put on the Lord Jefus Chrift in the ordinance of 
baptifm, feemed to enjoy a meafure of that confolation, which 
refults from the anfwer of a good conicience.. And among. the 
many trials incident to this ‘ vale of tears,” I have received much 
comfort, arifing from a union of fentiment in matters of con- 
{cience, and fellowfhip in gofpel ordinances. _ I find the happy in- 
fluence extending into all our relative duties. 

The fpecial work of divine grace in this town, though appar- 
ently fomewhat abated, feems ftill to continue. There have been 
fome very manifeft tokens of it within a fhort time paft. The wife 
of one of our young brethren was happily brought out of darknefs 
into God’s marvellous light, the day before yelterday, and has 
fince appeared as happy as any perfon I ever faw. 

The firft appearance of this work was in Feb, 1811. ,A young 
married woman became much concerned for her foul, and for 
feveral days was in great diftrefs of mind, but foon loft that diftrefs, 
She has never obtained that clear evidence of a real change.of 
heart which fome others have, but I think has manifelted fome of 
the fruits of a renewed mind. 7 

The néxt vifible appearance was in Auguft laft. A refpecable 
young lady had been for fome time {0 exercifed in mind (though 
the had kept it fecret) that her health became much impa'red. 
As foon as fhe had found mercy, fhe could no longer conceal. her 
views ; but was conftrained to fay to others, efpecially fome of her 
moft intimate companions; Come and fee a man that told me 
all things that ever I did; is not this the Chrift ?”’?, Immediately 
upon this, many of the young people became feriouily concerned 
to know what they fhould do to be faved. There had been for 
fome months, a conference meeting in this neighbourhood, attended 
principally by a few Pedobaptift brethren, who had invited. -breth- 
ren of every fect* to attend and unite with them. ‘Thefe meetings 
foon became crowded, folemn, and interefting. For atime, the dil- 
tinctions of fentiment were laid afide, and the meetings conducted 
upon the moft liberal principles. A private brother of the Pedo- 
baptift denomination feemed to be the moft leading charatter, and 
frequently exprefled his defire, that all, of every fect, who had a 
word to fay for their Lord and Matter, would “fay on.” Thefe 
meetings were bleffed, and the work feemed to go on with great 


* Pedobaptifts, Baptifts and Mcthodifts. 








180 Religious Intelligence. 


fuccefs. But an occurrence took place, which prevented, in a con- 
fiderable degree, that freedom and liberality ;. fince which, the dif- 
ferent fetts have conducted their meetings feparately. The effect 
of this difunion feemed at firft to hinder the work; but to the 
praife of fovereign grace, many fouls have fince been hopefully 
born again; Jefus has ftill been pleafed to tarry in our coatts. 
And a as a denomination we have no caufe of boafting, 
yet fince the feparating occurrence, the Lord has been pleaied to 
own and blefs divine inftitutions. 

We have no fettled Paftoral gift, but have been favoured with 
preaching, and the adminiftration of the ordinances by Elder 
Green of Suffield, Elder Pepper of Southwick, and Elder Shepard 
of Weft Springfield, ftatedly. 

From the 5th .of January to the 15th of March, 38 have been 
baptized. 

There have been added to the Pedobaptift church about the 
fame number as to the Baptift, and fome to the Methodift. 
There are others expected to be baptized foon. I cannot ftate the 
number that have hopefully experienced a change of heart fince 
this revival commenced ; but I think I may fafely fay there are as 
many as one hundred. We are enjoying much union and fellow- 
fhip. Thofe who have united with this church, appear in general to 
be clearly led into the doétrine and difcipline of a gofpel church ; 
and give encouraging hopes of ufefulnefs. Some are very gifted 
in prayer and exhortation. I think that our meetings for brethren 
and fifters to exprefs their minds are increafingly comforting. 
We have fome moft excellent brethren and fifters.. Perfons of 
{trong mental powers, good education, and /firitual. Our whole 
numbers amount to a little rifing of one hundred, but are fome. 
what fcattered, efpecially the old members. Until this revival, 
there was fcarcely a Baptift in the central part of the town. Now 
we have a fufficient number and gifts, to hold conference meetings 
without the aid of Brethren who live more remote. Three con- 
ference meetings are held by our brethren in different places in the 
town, frequently on the fame evening. 

There are now numbers of youth and youngerly perfons, who 
attend our meetings with apparent anxiety for their fouls; and I 
can but hope, that the Lord defigns to make them his willing fub- 
jects. Some of our Brethren feel much encouraged to hope that 
the Lord will ftill do wonders here. I truft we fhall have an 
intereft in your prayers. 

I am, dear Sir, &c, 





’ 
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BRIEF MEMOIRS OF THE ENGLISH BAPTISTS. 
(Continued from page 138.) 


Section IIT. 


From the Reformation to the death of Fames I. 


WE contemplate with pleafure, the liberty afforded to all true 
proteftants from popifh perfecutions by the acceflion of Edward 
VI. to the throne of England; but our joy is prefently turned into 
mourning by a view of the hardfhips which many of them fuffered 
from the abfurd oppreffions of their profefled brethren. Indeed a 
reformation forwarded by a wicked man, and matured by a fickly 
child, cannot be fuppofed to be a perfect one. Henry VIII. was 
a flagitious tyrant, whofe conduct abounded with abominable in- 
confiftencies. He divorced two of -his wives, whofe actions were 
better than his own: beheaded two of them, who were more worthy 
to live than himfelf: ordered another to be murdered in child- 
birth, rather than lofe her infant ; and after enacting a law to make 
it high treafon, for any woman to marry him unlefs fhe was a pure 
virgin, married a widow ! He renounced all fubjection to the fee 
of Rome, but enforced popery upon his people, put proteftants to 


_ death for religion, and paid devout adoration to a precious relic 


kept at Hales in Gloucefterfhire, faid to be fome of the blood of 
Chrift brought from Jerufalem, but in reality nothing more than 
the blood of a Duck !* He wrote againft Luther and the protef- 
tant ve, Ske but put down 1148 popifh religious houfes, and feiz- 
ed their lands, amounting to £183,707: 13:0 peraunum. Gave 
his fubjeéts an Englifh tranflation of the Bible, but ordered all fuch 
books to be deftroyed as might help to explain it to them! Thefe 
are a few of the mighty works of this fupreme head of the Church, 
and potent defender of her faith ! 

His fon and fucceflor, Edward VI. was a pious youth, but his 
head was too tender to enable him fully to reform his ecclefiaftica: 
body, the church; and his minifters who managed for him were bu? 
half reformed themfelves. Nor fhould it be forgotten, that at bet! 
a reformation is not a renovation. The grace of God will change 2 
lion into a lamb; but a reformed lion, if ever fo tame, is not « 
lamb, but only a /ion tamed. The church of England, as eflab- 
lifhed by law at this time, was not a new church, but only an o/d one 

fitted up in a new fafhion. Our reformers ftript the whore of Baby- 
lon of her gorgeous attire, wafhed her filthy hands, pared her nails. 
purified her bloated face, cleanfed her fkin, and arrayed her in fine 
Knen, clean and white. Thus metamorphofed, fhort-fighted people 
took her for a new creature, a heavenly ftranger, the bride, the 
Y.amb’s wife: were as fond of her as the ancient Ephefjans were 


* See Latimer’s Sermons, Lon. Ed, 1783. Vol. I. Serm, 1g. Note, p, 225 
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of their Diana, and readily agreed with their rulers, that whofoever 
would not follow their miftrefs, fhould be turned over to dungeons 
and flames, death and the devil! But clear-fighted people recog- 
nizing the old ftrumpet in her new drefs, refufed to keep company 
with an harlot; and were therefore afflicted and tormented ! 

The Baptifts, at this time, were fo much increafed, that it is 
fuppofed there were five hundred of them in one town; they were 
alfo very numerous in feveral other parts of England, and their 
{ufferings for confcience fake were fevere. 

It is an aftonifhing fac, that during this reign, popifh traitors 
to the flate, were treated with more lenity than proteftant diffent- 
ers from the church! After many political cavils, an aé pafled 
for the King’s general pardon, wherein the Baptifts were excepted ! 
On the 12th of April 1547, a commilfion was given the Archbifkop 
of Canterbury, and other clerical hunters, to fearch after all Bap- 
tilts, reclaim them, enjoin them penance, give them abfolution, or 
in cafe they were obitinate, excommunicate and imprifon them, 
and deliver them to the fecular power to be further proceeded a- 
gainft. The courteous Ridley, very uncourteoufly, inquired if 
there were any of them in his diocefs. Latimer preached againft 
them before the King, and Cranmer laboured hard, and at length 
prevailed with his Majefty, againft his will, to burn two of them to 
death in Smithfield! Accordingly Joan Bocher was committed 
to the ames May 2,°1549, and George Van Pare April 12, 1551. 
They both fuffered with great fortitude, and peace of mind, and 
Van Pare kiffed the ftake and faggots that were to confume his 
body to afhes ! 

The King himfelf died of a confumption July 6, 1553, in the 
16th year of his age, and was fucceeded by his fulky, malicious, 
implacable, popifh filter Mary. This furioufly fuperflitious Queen, 
as foon as fhe had poffefied herfelf of regal authority, fet afide the 
reformed religion, and reftored the unreformed Romifh trumpery. 
Cruel papilts were promoted to honour, and in a fhort time hun- 
dreds of pious proteflants burnt to death, or otherwife deftroyed, 
for their loyalty to Jefus Chrift. 

Many of the martyrs, we have no doubt, were Baptifts, though 
no particular mention is made of their fentiments refpe¢ting believ- 
ers’ baptif{m; and thofe zealous reformers who in the preceding reign 
burnt our people to death for religion, were now burnt themielves ! 
After a bloody and infamous reign of only five years, this infernal 
Queen gave up the ghoft Nov. 17, 1558; upon whofe deceafe her 
fifler Elizabeth fucceeced to the throne. 

Elizabeth favoured the reformation, and therefore foon repealed 
the laws made in favour of popery by her fifter; reltored the 
proteftant religion, and afiumed the fupreme dire¢tion of it in her 
dominions. ‘Thofe that were imprifoned: for confcience fake were 
fet free, the Englifh bible and fervice book were replaced, and the 
thirtyenine articles of the Church eftablifhed. But as her Majyeft: 
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had very high notions ofher ecclefiaftical and civil authority, fhe 
thought the moft compulfive meafures lawful to brin ng her fubjects 
to yield implicit obedience to her will. An aét to enforce religious 
uniformity was pafled, and all the engines of perfecution made ufe 
of, to oblige the nation to fubmit to it. ‘Thofe who refufed to be 
confined within the pale of the national church were contemptuoutf- 
ly called Puritans, and while the Queen fuffered French proteftants 
to take refuge in England, from the perfecutions of France, fhe 
perfecuted her own proteftant diffenting fubjects for their religion ! 
But the cruelties praétifed againft them only ferved to increafe 
their number, and add to their fortitude; fo that in the year 1 573 
they left their parifh churches, and began to form themfelves into 
diftin® focieties. The Baptilts wonderfully profpered; their prof- 
perity provoked the indignation of their adverfaries, and their wrath 
lay heavy uponthem. On Eafter day 1575 a congregation of Bap- 
tilts was difcovered without Aldgate, London. ‘T'wenty-feven of 
them were imprifoned. Some of them recanted, others were ban- 
ifhed, and two of them were burnt to death in Smithfield, July 22, 
next following. 

In 1589, Dr. Some, a man of great note, wrote again the Pu- 
ritans in general, and the Baptifts in particular. But while he in- 
veighs againft the Baptifts, he acknowledges there were feveral con- 
gregations of them in London; that fome of their Minifters were 
bred at our Univerfities ; and the principles he charges them with 
holding, when ftript of his drefs, do honer to, their piety and judg- 
ment. Befide believers’ baptifm, they are faid to have held, 

“‘ That the minifters of the gofpel ought to be maintained by the 
voluntary contributions of the people : 

That the civil power has no right to make and impofe ecclefiafti- 
cal laws : 

hat people ought to have the right of choofing their own min- 
ifters : 

‘That the high commiflion court was an antichriftian ufurpation : 

That thofe who are qualified to preach the golpel ought not to 
be hindered by the civil power : 

That though the Lord’s prayer be a rule and foundation of 
prayer, yet not to be ufed as a form; and that no forms of prayer 
ought to be impofed on the Church : 

That the baptifm adminiftered in the Church of Rome is invalid = 

That a true conftitution and difcipline is effential to a true 
Church; and the worfhip of God in the Church of Engtand is in 
many things detective.’’ 

Some time after this, the Queen, by her proclamation, command- 
ed all Baptifts* and others called heretics, to depart the land, un- 
der the penalties of imprifonment or lofs of goods ; fo that all that 
were of this opinion.were obliged either to congeal their principles, 
or fly into fome other country, where they mighé enjoy the liberty 


* Crofby Eng. Bap, vol. i. p. 77. 
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of their Diana, and readily agreed with their rulers, that whofoever 
would not follow their miftrefs, fhould be turnéd over to dungeons 
and flames, death and the devil! But clear-fighted people recog. 
nizing the old ftrumpet in her new drefs, refufed to keep company 
with an harlot; and were therefore affliéted and tormented ! 

The Baptifts, at this time, were fo much increafed, that it is 
fuppofed there were five hundred of them in one town; they were 
alfo very numerous in feveral other parts of England, and their 
{ufferings for confcience fake were fevere. 

It is an aftonifhing fact, that during this reign, popifh traitors 
to the ftate, were treated with more lenity than proteftant diffent- 
ers from the church! After many political cavils, an aét pafled 
for the King’s general pardon, wherein the Baptifts were excepted ! 
On the 12th of April 1547, a commiffion was given the Archbifhop 
of Canterbury, and other clerical hunters, to fearch after all Bap- 
tilts, reclaim them, enjoin them penance, give them abfolution, or 
in cafe they were obitinate, excommunicate and imprifon them, 
and deliver them to the fecular power to be further proceeded a- 
gaint. The courteous Ridley, very uncourteoufly, inquired if 
there were any of them in his diocefs. Latimer preached againft 
them before the King, and Cranmer laboured hard, and at length 
prevailed with his Majefty, againft his will, to burn two of them to 
death in Smithfield! Accordingly Joan Bocher was committed 
to the Hames May 2,°1549, and George Van Pare April 42, 1551. 
They both fuffered with great fortitude, and peace of mind, and 
Van Pare kiffed the flake and faggots that were to confume his 
body to afhes ! 

The King himfelf died of a confumption July 6, 1553, in the 
16th year of his age, and was fucceeded by his fulky, malicious, 
implacable, popifh fifter Mary. This furioufly fuperflitious Queen, 
as foon as fhe had poffefied herfelf of regal authority, fet afide the 
reformed religion, and reftored the unreformed Romifh trumpery. 
Cruel papilts were promoted to honour, and in a fhort time hun- 
dreds of pious proteftants burnt to death, or otherwife deftroyed, 
for their loyalty to Jefus Chrift. 

Many of the martyrs, we have no doubt, were Baptilts, though 
no particular mention is made of their fentiments refpecting believ- 
ers’ bapti{m; and thofe zealous reformers who in the preceding reign 
burnt our people to death for religion, were now burnt themielves ! 
After a bloody and infamous reign of only five years, this infernal 
Queen gave up the ghoft Nov. 17, 1558; upon whofe deceafe her 
filler Elizabeth fucceeded to the throne. 

Elizabeth favoured the reformation, and therefore foon repealed 
the laws made in favour of popery by her fifter; reftored the 
proteftant religion, and aflumed the fupreme direction of it in her 
dominions. Thole that were imprifoned for confcience fake were 
fet free, the Englifh bible and fervice book were replaced, and the 
thirty-nine articles of the Church eftablifted. But as her Mayef: 
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had very high notions ofher ecclefiaftical and civil authority, fhe 
thought the moft compuifive meafures lawful to bring her fubjects 
to yield implicit obedience to her will. An aét to enforce religious 
uniformity was pafled, and all the engines of perfecution made ufe 
of, to oblige the nation to fubmit to it. ‘Thofe who refufed to be 
confined within the pale of the national church were contemptuoutf- 
ly called Puritans, and while the Queen fuffered French proteftants 
to take refuge in England, from the perfecutions of France, fhe 
perfecuted her own proteftant diffenting fubjects for their religion! 
But the cruelties prattifed againit them only ferved to increafe 
their number, and add to their fortitude; fo that in the year 1573 
they left their parifh churches, and began to form themielves into 
diftin& focieties. The Baptifts wonderfully profpered; their prof- 
perity provoked the indignation of their adverfaries, and their wrath 
lay heavy uponthem. On Eafter day 1575 a congregation of Bap- 
tilts was difcovered without Aldgate, London. Twenty-feven of 
them were imprifoned. Some of them recanted, others were ban- 
ifhed, and two of them were burnt to death in Smithfield, July 22, 
next following. 

In 1589, Dr. Some, a man of great note, wrote againft the Pu- 
ritans in general, and the Baptifts in particular. But while he in- 
veighs againft the Baptifts, he acknowledges there were feveral con- 
gregations of them in London; that fome of their Minifters were 
bred at our Univerfities; and the principles he charges them with 
holding, when ftript of his drefs, do honer to their piety and judg- 
ment. Befide believers’ baptifm, they are faid to have held, 

«‘ That the minifters of the gofpel ought to be maintained by the 
voluntary contributions of the people : 

That the civil power has no right to make and impofe ecclefiafti- 
cal laws : 

, hat people ought to have the right of choofing their own min- 
ifters : 

That the high commiflion court was an antichriftian ufurpation : 

‘That thofe who are qualified to preach the golpel ought not to 
be hindered by the civil power : 

That though the Lord’s prayer be a rule and foundation of 
prayer, yet not to be ufed as a form; and that no forms of prayer 
ought to be impofed on the Church : 

That the baptifm adminiftered in the Church of Rome is invalid = 

That a true conftitution and difcipline is eflential to a true 
Church; and the worfhip of God in the Church of England is in 
many things defe¢ctive.”’ 

Some time after this, the Queen, by her proclamation, command- 
ed all Baptifts* and others called heretics, to depart the land, un- 
der the penalties of imprifonment or lofs of goods ; fo that all that 
were of this opinion.were obliged either to conceal their principles, 
or fly into fome other country, where they might enjoy the liberty 


* Crofby Eng. Bap, vol. i. p. 77. 











'y 
i : 

i 
| 


—— 


a 


oar eed 


| 
i 
i 
4 
| 
4 
! 
| 
1 
; 
| 











184 Memoirs of the Englifh Baptifis. 


of their religion! Upon which manydiffenters went over into 
Holland, among whom there were not a few Baptifts ; fo that there 
was now no great number of diffenters of any denomination that 
dared openly to appear. 

Elizabeth died March 24, 1603, inthe 7oth year of her age, up- 
on whofe demife, James, King ot Scotland, became King of Eng- 
land, under the title of James the firft. 

James was born of Roman Catholic parents, brought up a pref- 
byterian; but as foon as he became King of England he commenced 
a violent epifcopalian. Being made fupreme head of the Church, 
he refolved to have his myftical body as large and as compaét as 
poffible, and therefore publifhed a proclamation to enforce the aé 
of religious uniformity, and endeavoured to make it effectual by 
the following efiergetic canons. “ If any one {hall hereafter affirm, 
that the eftablifhed church of England is not an orthodox and apof- 
tolical church that the liturgy of the Church of England is cor- 
rupt that any one of the thirty-nine articles of faith is in any 
part fuperftitious or erroneous, or that they may not be fubfcribed 
with a good confcience——that the ceremonies of the Church are 
fuper{titious—-—that the government of the Church by archbifhops, 
deans, &c. is contrary to Scripture——that the form of ordaining 
bifhops is contrary to Scripture,—Let him be excommunicated !+ 

The penalties of thefe mandates excluded people from the priv- 
ileges of religious and civil fociety, and fubjected them to many 
grievous hardthips ; .wherefore in the year 1604, the Puritans, 
whether Baptifts or others, prefented a petition to the King for 
toleration. ‘Che Bifhops ftrenuoufly oppofed it, and it was refufed, 
and the petitioners were commanded to conform to the eftablifhed 
church, or otherwife ordered to be punifhed for their nonconformity. 

In 1606, an act for levying one fhilling a Sunday upon every one 
that did not come to church, was executed with rigour; the Puri- 
tans were otherwife forely perfecuted, and called an obftinate peo- 
ple of a turbulent fpirit, who deferved to have no favour fhewn 
them. They fuffered various oppreflions with great patience ; but 
perfecution growing {till more violent againft them, great numbers 
refolved to go and fettle in Virginia. Some departed for that 
country, and others were ready to take the fame voyage, but a 
proclamation was publifhed, enjoining them not to go without the 
King’s exprefs licente. 

About this time, baptifmal immerfion began to be laid afide in 
the church of England, and fprinkling or pouring water ufed in 
its ftead. This, inftead of weakening, ftrengthened the Baptift 
caufe; our,brethren became more and more numerous, and refolved 
to revive the ancient practice of immerfion. At firft there was 
fome {mall diverfity of fentiment among them, refpecting the mode 
of doing it, but this difficulty was foon got over. Some were of 
Opinion that the firlt adminiftrator fhould baptize himfelf, and 








¢ Ecclefia. Conftitution, London, 1603, canon 3—8. 
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then proceed to baptize others. Accordingly it is faid, that Mr. . 
John Smith, a man of great piety and learning, and accounted one 
of the grandees of the feparation, firft baptized himfelf, and after- 
wards baptized others; but the account of his baptizing himfelf, is 
ay by his enemies, and does not appear to be true. Others were 

or fending to foreign Baptifts, that they might receive it from them; 
and it is faid, that feveral pious people about London, being con- 
vinced of believers’ baptifm, fent Mr. Richard Blount over into 
the Netherlands, where he was baptized by Mr. John Batte, paftor 
of a Baptift Church there ; and that upon his return he baptized 
Mr. Samuel Blacklock, a Minifter, and that thefe baptized the reft 
of their company to the number of 53. But the greater number 
and more judicious of the Englifh Baptifts, looked upon it as need- 
lefs trouble to fend abroad for baptifm, and held and prattifed ac- 
cordingly, that after a general corruption of baptifm, an unbaptized 
perfon might warrantably baptize, and fo begin a reformation.* 

In 1611, fome of the Baptifts publifhed a confcdion of their faith. 
The fame year the mof dread fovereign, King James, exercifed his 
zeal againit herefy upon two of his fubjeéts, who were burnt alive 
m Smithfield, for their religious opinions: one of whom was Ed. 
ward Wightman, a Baptift of Bourton upon Trent, who was burnt 
April 15.4 


* Crofby, Vol. I. p. 100, 163. 





+ The following is a copy of a warrant for his execution. ‘ The King to 
the fheriff of our city of Litchfield, greeting. “ Whereas the reverend father 
in Chrift, Richard, by divine providence, of Coventry and Litchfield, bifhop, hath 
fignified unto us, that he judicially proceeding, according to the exigence 
of the ecclefiaftical canons, and of the laws and cuftoms.of this our kingdom of 
England, againft one Edward Wightman, of the parifh of Burton upon Trent in the 
diocefs of Coventry and Litchfield, of, and upon the wicked herefies of Eéion, Cerin= 
thus, Valentinian, Arius, Macedonius, Siman Magus, Manes, Manichees, Photius, 
and of the Anabaptifts and other arch heretics; and moreover, of other curfed 

inions, by the inftinét of Satan excogitated, and heretofore unheard of; the a- 
forelaid Edward Wightman appearing before the faid reverend father, and other di- 
vines learned in the law, affifting him in judgment, the atorefaid wicked crimes, 
herefies, and other deteftable biafphemies and errors, ftubbornly and pertinacioufly, 
knowingly, malicioufly, and with an hardened heart publifhed, defended and dif- 

tfed; definitive fentence of the faid reverend father, with the confent of divines 
ee in the law aforefaid, juftly, lawfully, and canonically, againft the faid £d- 
ward Wightman, in that part brought, ftands adjudged and pronounced an heretic ; 
and therefore, as'a difeafed theep out of the flock of the Lord, left our fubjeéts 
he do infe& by his contagion, he hath decreed to be caft out and cut off Where- 
as therefore the boly mother church, hath not further-in this part’ what it ought 
mere to do and profecute, the fame reverend father, the fame Edward Wightman, 
as a blafphemous and condemned heretic, hath left to our fecular power, to be 
punithed with condign punidhment ; as by the letters patent of the aforefaid rev- 
erend father, the bifhop of Coventry and Litchfield, in this behalf thereupon made, 
is certified unto usin our Chancery. We, therefore, asa Zealot of Fuftice, and 
a defender of the catholic faith, and willing that the holy church, and the rights and 
liberties of the fame, and the catholic faith to maintain and defend, and fuch like 
Berefics and errors every where, fo much as in us lies, to rgot out and extirpate, 
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It is worthy of obfervation, that William Sawire, the firlt that was 
burnt in England for religion, was a Baptift; and Edward Wight- 
man, the laft that was burnt, was a Baptilt; {c that the Baptifts had 
the honour of leading the way, and bringing up the rear of all the 
martyrs who were burnt in England for conicience, fake. 

Many of thofe who fuffered death for the fame caufe in the two 
hundred years between thefe, were alfo of the fame denomination. 

This burning heretics Rartled the common people. The barbar- 
ity of their punifhment moved -compaflion towards the fufferers, 
and their firmnefs m fealing their opinions with their blood, ferved 
rather to promote their doétrines than put a ftop to them, There- 
fore, for the future, King James chofe only to feize their eftates, 
and wafte away their lives privately in te £2 prifons, rather than 
honour them-with fuch a public martyrdom. In 16:4, fevera! dif- 
fenting families, Baptifts and others, withdrew from the oppreflions 
of their own coun:-y and emigrated to America. __, 

In 1615, The Baptifts publithed a treatife, wherein they juftified 
their feparation from the Church of. England. : 

_ In 1617, a book of Sports was publithed by order of the King, 
allowing dancing, wreftling, backfword playing, bull baiting, foor 
ball, and other vulgar and profane amufements, on Sabbath-day 
afternoons, and the clergy were ordered to read it, in their Church- 
es, for neglect whereof fome of them were puniflied. 

In 1620, the Baptiits prefented a humble and loyal fupplication 
to the King, for relief from perfecution, whérein ‘they fet forth, 
that their miferies were not only the taking away their goods, but 
alfo long and lingering imprifonments, for many years, in divers 
counties in England, in which many died, leaving their widows and 
feveral children behind them, 'and all \becaufe they could not join 
in fuch worfhip as they did not believe 'to ‘be according to Scrip- 
ture. Their petition was rejected, and their fufferings continued : 
but notwithftanding the feverities ufed againft them, they kept up 
their feparate ‘meetings, increafed in number, and one of their ene- 
mies confeffed they were in appeuragve, more hoiy than 'the mem- 
bersiof the eftablifhed Church* = | 
- Tn 1618, a book was publifhed vindicating the principles of the 
Baptifts. This was tranflated from the Dutch, and is the fir 


and heretics fo cortvicted to punifh with condign punifhmetit, holding ‘that :fuch 
an heretic in the aforéfaid forms convid and condemned,-according to ‘the‘laws 
and cuftoms of this‘oar'kingdom of Englend,,in this patt accuftomed, ought to be 
burned with fire. Wecommiand, that thou caufe the faid Ldward Wightman, being 
in thy cuftody, to be committed to the fire in fome public and open place, ‘below 
the city ‘aforefaid, for the caufe‘aforefaid, before the people; and the fame £dward 
Wightman, in the fame fire, caufe really to be burned, in the deteftation of the faid 
crime, and for:manifeft example of other Chriftians, that they nay net fall into 
the fame crime. And this no ways omit, under the. peril that thal! follow there- 
on, Cro/by, vol. 't, appendix, ’p. 5. Witanefs, &c. 


* Crofby, vol. i, p. 113: 
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book that was publifhed in Englifh againft baptizing infants. . In 
a fhort time after this, our Englifh brethren wrote many books. in 
defence of their fentiment, and gained many difciples. 

On March 27, 4625, James departed this life, and left ample 
teftimony behind him, that daring his reign the fupreme head of 
the Church of England, was not Him in whom dwells all the ful- 
nefs, of the Godhead bodily, but one whofe head and body were 
duft and afhes!. We have need to pray for kings and all in au- 
thority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godli- 
nefs and honefty. ‘When the vileft men are exalted, the wicked 
walk on every fide; but when princes reign in righteoufneds, they 
are a praife to them that do well. When Marck ruled in Egypt, 
the magicians were promoted, and the Ifraelites oppreft ; but when 
‘David reigned in Paleftine, his eyes were fet upon the faithful of the 
- land, that they might dwell with him; but the wicked were nét 
fuffered to. abide in his houfe, nor tarry in his fight. Let us rejoice 
that Chrifi the fhepberd and bifhop of fouls, is King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, over all, graciousand merciful and bleifed for ever. 
Come and let us join pets ma to him in a perpetual covenant that 
{hall not be forgotten. He will then be our arm every morning, 
and our falvation forever. Let us give all diligence to make our 
calling and ele@ion fure... Now, if ever, for now is the accepted 
time. - Now forever, for as the tree falls fo it lies. Now or never; 
for our life is a vapour; that foon vantfheth away. d. T. 

(To be continued. ) 
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Meeting of the London Society for promoting Chriftianity 


among the Jews. 


On Tuefday the 26th of Dec. was held the half-yearly meet. 
ing of the London Society for promoting Chriftianity among the * 
Jews, when two Sermons were preached by the Rev. Mr. Wilcox, “ 
at St. Bride’s Church, and the Rev. Mr. Sutcliffe of Olney, at the 
Jews’ Chapel in Spital Fields. On the next day a very nu- 
merous company of the Sub{fcribers dined together at the City of 
London Tavern, the Earl of Crawford and Lindfay in the Chair. 
After dinner, the report of the Committeé was read, the Jewith 
childrenunder the patronage of the Society (19 boys and 4 girls) 
were admitted into the room, by Mr, Frey and Mr. Judah Katari- 
vas, a Rabbi from Jerufalem who has embraced Chriftianity.. One 
of the boys was then placed on the table, and delivered with preat 
propriety and energy, the following addrefs, © 


My Lorxvs ann Genriemen, 


Encouraged by the kindnefs with which you have noticed 
the little company of Hebrew children who, under your patronage, 
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appeat amongft you at the prefent time, permit me, on behalf of 
myfelf and companions, to addrefs you in a few words : 

Refcued from ignorance and want, we are defirous of exprefling 
our gratitude to that benevolence of fpirit, which has prompted 
you to regard the deftitute children of Ifrael. ~ When the fituation 
in which we are now placed, is contraited with the aétual flate of 
thoufands of our kindred, and when, indeed, fome ‘of us confider 
the change which has been wrought on our behalf by your bounty ; 
words cannot be fupplied, in fufficient force, by which we can ex- 
prefs our thankfulnefs. 

With grief I advert to thofe of the Jewifh race, who, young as 
we, are to be met in all parts of our ftreets, exhibiting marks of 
poverty and profiigacy, which cannot but excite the compaflion of 
all who behold them. In the company now before you are fome 
who, but for your efforts, would have been numbered with thofe 
youthful gangs of depredators which infeft the places of public re- 


‘ fort, and bring difgrace upon our nation and people. This great 


attempt, in the caufe of a race who have been confidered as the 
outcatts of fociety, although the defcendants of him who was called 
the friend of God, and the father of the faithful, was referved for 
you, and the happy days which now we fee. 

The lot of all the children now before you was poverty and 
want ; that of feveral, was the greateft ignorance ; and others were 
in danger of falling into the commiflion of crimes.---From how ma- 
ny evils have you refcued us! We are clothed and fed ; we are in- 
ftructed in ufeful learning, and what is of far greater importance, 
we are inftructed in principles which ‘will lead us to virtue and 
happinefs. One of our number, when he applied to the Society 
for admiffion under your hofpitable roof, which truly flands as a 
City of Rerucs, in the fincerity of his heart, faid with tears, that 
“he wifhed to be made a good Chriftian.”—To you, Gentlemen, 
has been referved this greateft of all efforts,to {natch from worfe 
than Egyptian bondage the rifing generation of the feed of Abra- 
ham ; by delivering their minds from Jewith prejudice and dark- 
nefs, and dire¢ting their attention to the glories of that Meffiah, 
who, whilit he is the root and offspring of David, and concerning 
the flefh our kinfman and brother, yet is the bright and morning 
ftar. 

Oh ! Generous Chriftians ! Recolleét that benefits have flowed 
to you through the medium of our anceftors ; fince, by the provi- 
dence of God, the houfe of Abraham was chofen to be the channel 
through which every blefling, both temporal and fpiritual, fhould 
be communicated to all the nations of the earth. 

Endeavour to illuminate our youthful minds with that light and 
knowledge, which may remove that blindnefs “ which in part has 


happened to Ifrael.””,—-Multitudes of Jewifh children, who are now 
. in the benighted ftate in which we lately.were, I hope will fhortly 


be delirous of partaking of thofe benefits which you have fo richly 
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fhowered upon us ; let me, thérefore, become the humble fupplicant 
for the helplefs, friendlefs children of our people, that by your lib- 
erality a fund may be raifed, which fhall enable the Lonpon Soct- 
ETY to realize its brighteft hopes, and become the patrons of the 
tifing generation of houfe of Ifrael.— And may thoufands of 
them fpeedily imitate us in believing and finging— 

Not-all the blood of beafts 

On Jewith altars flain, &c. 
{ The whole of this Hymn of Dr. Watts’s was repeated with a very 
proper emphais. } | 

This Hymn being fung by the Children, produced the moft live- 

ly impreffion upon the company. We never recolleé on any public 
occafion of this nature to have feen fo many perfons moved to tears, 
It was the moft gratifying fight to behaid fo great a number of Jew- 
ifh Children acknowledging Jefus as the all-fufficient atoning Lamb. 







Lewis the 14th once faid to the el affillon, «J have 
heard many preachers with whom I have very much pleafed ; 
but I can never hear you without being difpleafed with mytfelf.” 


A Quetn of Babylon, who fufpected the avaricious difpofition 
of her fon, left a direction at her death that if ever he wanted 
more riches than he pofleffled, he fhould vifit her tomb. This 
after a time he did, when this infcription was found on her coffin. 
«“ Tf thou waft not an avaricious wretch, thou wouldft never have 
fought riches among the dead.” 


Sir Isaac Newrow faid, a little before his death, “I do not 
know what I may appear to the world; but to myfelf I feem to 
have been only like a boy playing on the fhore, and diverting my- 
felf in*mow and then finding a fmoother pebble or a prettier fhell 
than ordinary, whilft the great ocean of truth lay all undifcovered 
before me.” Turner’s Colledions for a Hift. of Grantham. 





Sele@ Sentences. 

‘A penitent, though formerly as bad as the worft of men, may, 
by grace, become as good as the bef.’ — 

‘ Great grace, and {mall gifts, are better than great gifts and 
no grace. It doth not fay, “The Lord gives gifts and glory ;” 
but, “The Lord gives grace and glory.” Bleffed is fuch an one, 
" whom the Lord gives grace; for it is a certain forerunner of 
glory.’ 

5 ‘No fin can be little, becaufe it is committed againft the great 
God of heaven and earth. ‘To commit little fins, the finner muft 
‘find out ‘a little God.’ F. Bunyan. 


< * 


















190 Account of Mr. Spencer’s death. 
For the Bap. Miff. Mag. 


Account of a young Miniffer’s death, received by a gentleman in Bofton, 
in a@ letter from bis Sifter in the neighbourhood of London. 


«<E peurevs, my dear Brother, you regolle& my mentioning 
to you, before you left England, the Rev. Mr. Spencer, late of 
Hoxton Academy, as a young man of the moft popular talents, 
and remarkably engaged in winning fouls te Chrift. He preached 
with great acceptance at the age of nineteen, at the Kev. Rowland 
Hill’s Chapel, and moft of the Evangelical Meeting Houfes in and 
near London, and at the age of about 23 was called home. In 
January laft, he had a unanimous call to the church of Chrift 
amongft the Independents at Liverpool. ‘The congregation ‘in a 
very fhort time fo much increafed, that hundreds could not obtain 
admifion. ‘lhe Sociery agreed to build him a new Meeting-houfe 
that would contain two thoufand perfons; and he laid the firlt 
fione in April laft, in the prefence of about five thoufand fpeéta- 


tors. ordained in June, and crowds were prefling to hear 
him fro Sabbath; but that God 


faw proper to re ina moment. On the firft Sabbath in 
Auguft, the fervices of the day had been remarkably folemn and 
impreflive, and thejordinance of the Lord’s Supper was adminif- 
: | t after, he went, but with fome reluétance, 
to bathe, thinking it might invigorate his nerves for ftudy : but as 
foon as he went to the water he funk, never more to rife to the 
people of his charge. 

The refpeé& paid to his memory at his funeral, was fuch as had 
not been fhewn fince that of Lord Nelfon’s. It was fuppofed that 
not lefs than thirty thoufand- /peGators were prefent to fee the procef- 
fion. This circumftance is one of thofe myfterious difpenfations, 
that will never be unfolded in the prefent. world; but it becomes 
us to bow with fubmifion, knowing that the Judge of al] the earth 
mau do right.” iA 


we 









in a myfterious way, 
to perform,” 
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Biographical Sketch of the Rev. Enwarp Ciarx. 


Tue Rey. Epwarp Crarx was born in Newport, (R. I.) 
Sune 6, 1739. We are unable to ftate the time when Mr. Clark 
made a public profeffion of religion, or when he commenced his 
minifterial labours. For many years he preached as a Jicentiase 
without ordination. The fcene of his labours for the laft 20 years 
of his life, was chiefly in the towns of Framingham and Medfield. 
It is believed Mr. Clark’s memberfhip was with the church in At- 
tleborough, where he received ordination on the 18th of Augufl, 
1801, but never took the particular charge of any church. 
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Mr. Clark was a man of more than ordinary talents. He ‘pof- 
fefled an uncommonly acute mind, and all his habits of thinking, 
writing, and preaching were remarkably correct. He was the 
author of feveral tracts, fome of which were on baptifm. His 
public difcourfes were judicious and plain; and generally highly 
Calviniftieal. Tough not written, they always appeared to have 
been well ftudied and digefted. To feriousgsiudicious Chriftians, 
Mr. Clark was an acceptable preacher; but a want of animation, 
and a pathetic, perfuaiive eloquence, prevented his being popular 
with people in general. 

As Mr. Clark’s difcourfes were generally praétical, fo he con- 
ftantly enforced them by his own example. The moft exemplary 
purity, and correGnefs of conduct were difplayed in all the various 
relations which he fuftained. 

He died while on a vifit at Mansfield, April 22, 1811, in the 
god year of his age; after a fhort illnefs of about fix days. 

«« Blefled are the dead which die in the Lord.” 
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Obituary of Mrs. RutH Bar 
Rev. Da. Batpwin, of this 
life on the 11th. of bebruary laft, 


her ages 


«« Ws lately announced the death of Mr Batpwin, con- 
fort of the Rev. Dr. Batpwin, of this town, ,and now add a fketch 
of her character, from a friend. Mrse Barpwin was born in Nor- 
wich, (Con.) and was the youngeft dapghter to the late Dea. Cukrs- 
tTorHer Huntincton, of Bozrah, In that vicinity. The pious 
inkructions and examples of her venerable parents were evident in 
the unblemifhed purity of'her youthful years. For more than thirty 
years, fhe honourably fuftained the relation of a wife and mother, 
with that endearing tendernei: ‘which renders her memory bleft in 
the affection of thote fhe has left to feel and mourn her lofs. The 
tation fhe filled gave ample {cope for the difplay of thofe mild and 
‘benevolent virtues which the. gofpel infpires. She was ever ‘ready 
to thow kindnefs, not onty to the “good-and gentle, but alfo to the 
froward and unthankful.” The fick and poor within the circle of 
her acquaintance were the objects of her fympathy and.attention. 
Mrs. Batpwin was not one who enjoyed a full aflurance of faith, 
‘but a “ bruifed reed,” humble, and always diffident-of herfelf, and 
whofe only hope was in Jesus. Her funeral was attended on the 
Friday following her deceafe, by an unufually numerous and re- 
{pectable train of citizens and friends,” Gal, Gentinel. 






















192 Obituary.of Mrs. Nancy Hill. 


Obituary of Mrs. Nancy Hitz, who died in Bofton, 
OG. 28, 1811, wife of Mr. Noah Hill, and daugh- 
ter of John Chafe, Efq. of Plaftow, (N. H.) 


Duruine the firft ftages of her illnefs, it is believed that Mrs. 
Hruz did not enjoy the comforts of religion as fhe had done in the 
earlier part of her profeffion.. But a few days before her death, 
when remarking that fhe had but a few days to continue in this 
tabernacle, fhe thus exclaimed—“O for a realizing fenfe of the 
goodnefs of God to my foul, that I may be reconciled to his will.” 
The clouds of darknefs that had for fome time veiled her profpeéts, 
appeared now to be driven away, and her whole foul was filled 
with the divine prefence, rejoicing that fhe fhould foon awake in 
the likenefs of her blefled Kedeemer. 

Here fhe was led to mention the happinefs which fhe enjoyed, 
> followed the example of Chrift, and was buried with him 
}3* remarking alfo that the following lines were then fung. 
il do as did my bleffed Lord, 

»His footfteps I will trace, 
wiaemect him in the grove, 
{miling face.” 


to he will of Heaven, rejoicing in 














eing afked if fhe was willing to go, 
m willing, 1 Father 


bufe not made with hands, 
nd*on high; 
ind "Mere my fpirit waiting ftands, 
"TH God thall bid it fly.” | 

: & 4 dake 
© yes, I am willing to partyWith hufband and child,+ I am willing 
to leave father and mother, filters and brothers, to go and be with 
Chrift.” She then exprefled the f{weetnefs and comfort that fhe 
enjoyed on her death-bed, and repeated thofe lines, 
* Jefus can make a dying bed,” &c, 


adding, Yes} Jefus is my friend, he now ftands ready with open 
arms to receive me; the chariot wheels are now ready, and waiting 
to convey me through the tracklefs air to the manfions of glory, 
Her brother{ then obferved to her, Nancy, you are now going to 
leave us. **O yes, my brother, I know that, | am going to leave 
you all, I muft bid you all farewell. ‘The next vifit I fhall make 
will be with Chrift in glory.” She then expreffed her fenfe of the 

oodnefs of God to her foul, and with a {miling countenance faid, 
“* My foul is full of glory; yes, my foul is full of glory. I. thall 
foon leave you all.’”? The laf words fhe was heard to {peak were, 
«« [ am free from trouble; O yes, I am free from trouble.’”’ She 
then fell afleep, as we hope, in the embraces of her blefled 
Redeemer. 


* By the Rev. Mr. Batchelder of Haverhill. 
¢ A babe of 3 weeks old ¢ Johnfon Chafe. 


will arife and go to my Father’s 





